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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome to All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Donna Simmons mother,


 fighting cancer.   June Guyton; Denise 


Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; 


Donna Jo Nash; Jo Sadler; Gary’s 


Humfleet’s wife Rowena; Donna 


Simmons; Tony Waite; Deanna Gilbert; 


James Timpane; Elaine Clem; Lloyd and 


Liz Jackson; Jeff Dinsmore, Irene Adams


recovering from a fall; Barbara Thornton;


Bro. James Adams having heart surgery 


(11/13); Carlos Pineda looking at more surgery


from his accident; 


Remember all our little ones and our


expecting Mothers; Laura Keenan; Anna 


Tramell (x2) 


____________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer—Cecil Douthitt


 Read Scripture—Mike Horat 


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper—Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Aaron Harward


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Adam Morrison


   Asst. 4-----Andrew Blackford


   Asst. 5-----Shaun Slatton


2nd Prayer---Steve Huff 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---- Perry Betterton


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Anthony Lynch


Scripture Reading----Bill Scott


Song Leader-----Brad Bowman


Second Prayer----Grant Hicks


Announcements---Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Randal Rogers 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader----Dion Clark


 Invitation---David Ditter 


 Closing Prayer---Jeremy Brown


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





MOUNTAIN VIEW


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Cecil Douthitt


(770) 894-1677


Ken Gay


(678) 525-4552


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Serving one Another


Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. (1 Cor 12:7)





     In the Peanuts comic strip, Lucy asks Charlie Brown, “What are we here for?” “To help other people” he replies. In typical Lucy fashion she responds with the question, “then what are all the other people here for?” 


     There is no doubt from the scripture, that as Christians, we have a responsibility to serve each other. In (I Cor. 12) Paul spends the entire chapter talking about spiritual gifts and how they are all important and applied. I am afraid that sometimes we read this chapter and get so caught up in the spiritual gifts and what they are, that we miss the point that these spiritual gifts are to empower us to serve each other. These are not miraculous gifts but abilities to serve each other in some way and according to our title verse they are “given for the common good”.   


     Shortly, we will appoint some additional men as Deacons in this congregation and yes they are set apart by some specific qualifications but the very name by which they are called identifies them as one who is willing to serve this congregation in a special way and your gift may simply be to help them. One thing is for sure; their appointment does not relieve anyone from their responsibility to serve God by serving others. Everyone is a “ten” at something and you need to find what fits you in serving the Body of Christ and do it to the best of your ability. 


     What do you think of the word “minister”? Do you think it would ever apply to you much less to all of us? I am afraid we have narrowed it down to mean


				Cont. on Page 3








Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








worry the most about.


Congregations may even divide out of concern for brotherhood acceptance.  The Bible, however, says less about brotherhood unity than about any other.


     Is it possible that we have taken the word brotherhood, a scriptural term, and applied it to something of our own devising—a clearly defined association of churches called “churches of Christ” which can be listed in a book, whose members read the same papers, send their children to the same schools and draw their preachers from the same pool.  This is what we dread to see divided.  This is not, however, the brotherhood of the Bible; that brotherhood is nothing more nor less than all Christians everywhere.  The only way it can be divided is for individuals one by one to be severed from Christ.





Our Responsibility


     We are to work for unity in the brotherhood by loving those who make it up (1 Peter 2:17) and by teaching the same thing “everywhere in every church” (1 Corinthians 4:17).  In the local church we must endeavor “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  And above all other things, we must make certain that we remain one with God in Christ by loving Jesus, keeping His word and letting Him live in us.


____________________________


Food for Thought


We can give advice, but we cannot give the wisdom to profit by it” (Plutarch).


“The soul is dyed the color of its thoughts. The content of your character is your choice.  Day by day What you do is who you become”      (Heraclitus).











	








Congregational Unity


      The church in Jerusalem “were of one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:32).  Paul admonished saints in Philippi to “stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27).  He besought saints in Corinth that they “all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).  This is the ideal for every congregation.


     Congregational unity involves “one body and one Spirit…one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father” (Ephesians 4:4-6).  It also involves “all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2).


     Is it possible that we have become so accustomed to seeing congregations divide that we no longer realize the seriousness of it?  Almost always division leaves spiritual casualties, especially among young people, and hinders the spread of the gospel in the community.  “Factions, divisions, parties” are works of the flesh right along with “adultery, fornication, and uncleanness” and those who take pleasure in such things “shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21).


     We are aware that “there must also be factions among you , that they that are approved may be made manifest among you (1Corinthians 11:19).  Even this, however, does not say that the church must be divided into two separate groups meeting in different places.  That will doubtless result sometimes, but we must be sure that if we do the separating it is to maintain our own relationship with God, and for no other reason.


Brotherhood Unity


     Brotherhood unity is the unity we 








UNITY


By Sewell Hall








      Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Psalm 133:1)!  One of the seven abominations the Lord hates is “one who sows discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:19).  The prayer of Jesus on the night of His betrayal (John 17) reveals His deep concern for unity.  We must never allow our zeal for truth and purity to eclipse our zeal for unity. And vice versa.


     Three areas of unity are of concern to us: Unity with God, unity in local congregations and unity in the brotherhood.





Unity with God


     Personal unity with God is the most important unity of all.  It was for this that we were created; it was this which was broken by sin and it is this which Jesus died to restore.  “… God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19).


     Unity with God is not attained by joining ourselves to some group of people on earth who have some special connection with God.  It is a union of our own spirit with God.


     The unity of Jesus with the Father was seen as He spoke the words of God (John 3:34), did the will of God (John 6:38), and worked the works of God (John 10:37-38).  He prayed to God for us “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in us” (John 17:21


     This prayer of Jesus was not a prayer for the dissolution of denominations.  It was not even a prayer that all local congregations might get along with each another and announce one another’s meetings.  It was a prayer that each of us as individuals might be united in God and Christ—“that they may be one in us.”  With Christ in us and God in Him, we are made perfect in one (verse 23).





Congregational Unity





The church in Jerusalem “were of one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:32).  Paul admonished saints in Philippi to “stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27).  He besought saints in Corinth that they “all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).  This is the ideal for every congregation.





Congregational unity involves “one body and one Spirit…one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one  baptism; one God and Father” (Ephesians 4:4-6).  It also involves “all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2).





Is it possible that we have become so accustomed to seeing congregations divide that we no longer realize the seriousness of it?  Almost always division leaves spiritual casualties, especially among young people, and hinders the spread  of the gospel in the community.  “Factions, divisions, parties” are works of the flesh right along with “adultery, fornication, and uncleanness” and those who take pleasure in such things “shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21).
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someone who wears a backward collar or even someone like Steven who ministers to us regularly from God’s word. The first case has no bearing on the idea, but Steven is surely a minister by the Spirit of the word.  But, did you ever stop to think that everyone who serves God by serving others is a minister of God? 


     The epitome of the ministry of our Lord is that he came to serve even to death. Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient (even) unto death, yea, the death of the cross. (Phil 2:5-8). 


     If we are to have the mind of Christ in us in this way, it will require some intent on the part of each one and we will have to make concession. The issue of the slothful servant of (Matt 25) who had one talent was not that he did not lose it but that he did not use it. Perhaps the number one enemy of service today is “busyness” or spelled another way “business” and if we are going to serve God effectively we are going to have to make concessions. Jesus was always interrupted to serve. On the way to raise Jairus’s daughter He was interrupted by a woman who believed that she only need touch Him to be healed. When Jesus had stopped the whole procession, she came with fear and trembling, and He took the time to reassure her that all was well and that her faith had made her whole. (Mk 5:34) 


     Are we willing to serve each other as Jesus did? I hope so.


		Joe Phillips














